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This House 
 

 By Kenneth L. Patton,  

Minister of The Unitarian Society of Ridgewood, 1964-1986  
  

 This house is for the ingathering of 
nature and human nature. 

 

 It is a house of friendships, a 
haven in trouble, an open room 

for the encouragement of our struggle. 
 

 It is a house of freedom, guarding 
the dignity and worth of every person. 

 

 It offers a platform for the free 
voice, for declaring, both in times 

of security and danger, the full 
and undivided conflict of opinion. 

 

 It is a house of truth-seeking, where 
scientists can encourage devotion 
to their quest, where mystics can 

 abide in a community of searchers. 
 

 It is a house of art, adorning its 
celebrations with melodies and handiworks. 

 

 It is a house of prophesy, outrunning 
times past and times present 

in visions of growth and progress. 
 

 This house is a cradle for our dreams, 
the workshop of our common endeavor. 

 

Mission Statement   
Growing in mind and spirit, 
We act together as a beacon for justice and love, 
Transforming self and world. 
 ~ Adopted May 17, 2009 



 

 

An Invitation to Participate          
 
Welcome!  If you are new to Unitarian Universalism, you may 

be wondering what we believe and how we are different from other reli-
gious organizations.  Unitarians do not begin by telling you what to be-
lieve. Instead we provide a supportive and loving community to help you 
make that journey in your own way.  We work to internalize good values 
and then act on them in our daily lives and through social action. 

We offer stimulating Sunday services, an excellent religious edu-
cation program for children and youth, and many educational, spiritual, 
and social activities for our adults.   

Please stop by our Visitor's Table after any Sunday Service so 
we have a chance to welcome you personally and answer any questions 
you may have. We look forward to your participation in The Unitarian 
Society of Ridgewood. Please contact anyone listed in this book for fur-
ther information about any of our activities. 

Society membership is open without regard to race, national ori-
gin, gender, age, sexual orientation, physical challenge or other similar 
test as a condition of membership. Neither is this a place where a 
“declaration of belief is exacted” either from a member or someone who 
would like to join.  A member is expected to support the Society through 
time, energy, and money. 

The minister is available for consultation. Please contact the So-
ciety office for an appointment. 

 

Unitarian Universalist Principles  
 
We, the member congregations of the Unitarian Universalist Association, 
covenant to affirm and promote: 
 

• The inherent worth and dignity of every person; 
• Justice, equality, and compassion in human relations; 
• Acceptance of one another and encouragement to spiritual growth in 

our congregations; 
• A free and responsible search for truth and meaning; 
• The right of conscience and the use of the democratic process within 

our congregations and society at large; 
• The goal of world community with peace, liberty, and justice for all; 
• Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which we are 

a part. 
 

 From the By-Laws of the Unitarian Universalist Association of Congregations 

. 
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Interim Minister’s Greetings    
 

Welcome to the Unitarian Society of Ridgewood -- an exciting, 
vibrant, caring, justice-seeking, and generous liberal religious soci-
ety! The Society is a place of welcoming and seeking. 
 

Whatever your religious background, whatever you do for a living, 
whatever your cultural background, whatever your gender identity, 
whatever challenges you face, whatever gifts you have to share – I 
want you to know that you are welcome here. The Society is a 
place where you may explore your deepest concerns and greatest 
hopes, what you believe and what you want for yourself and your 
children. It is a place where you can face your greatest fears and 
dream your greatest dreams. 
 

This Society is a member of the national Unitarian Universalist 
Association and is part of the worldwide Unitarian Universalist 
movement – a movement first organized and visible in Europe in 
the 1500s, but with roots deep in early Christianity and ancient phi-
losophies. Today Unitarian Universalism draws upon many of the 
world’s religions and other sources of knowledge and inspiration. 
With congregations in Europe, the Americas, Africa, Australia, and 
Asia, this religious movement is global in its diversity and its con-
cerns. 
 

The Unitarian Society of Ridgewood is in a time of transition be-
tween settled (permanent) ministers. I have completed one year of 
a two-year intentional interim ministry and will serve the Society 
through July 2017. This is an exciting time of exploration and chal-
lenge, an exciting time to participate in the life of the congregation 
as it seeks its future.  
 

As its minister for this time of transition, I am available to mem-
bers of the congregation, as would any minister. I am also doing 
work specific to the transition in collaboration with the Transition 
Team and the Board of Trustees. You are welcome to speak with me 
about the Society, the transition process, and your own personal and 
spiritual issues.  Do not hesitate to call or email me. 

Welcome. 
The Rev. Dr. Anthony P. Johnson 
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Letter from the President 
  

After over 120 years, the Unitarian Society of Ridgewood contin-
ues to be a place where open-minded people can gather for stimu-
lating Sunday Services with excellent music, enroll their children 
in our outstanding Religious Education Program, and participate in 
a myriad of different activities. 
 
There are dozens of different opportunities for you to become en-
gaged in the life of our congregation from helping to care for our 
facilities, assist in teaching our children, working for social justice, 
raising money during our Annual Budget Drive, helping with cof-
fee hour, participating in our music program, or simply donating 
flowers on a Sunday morning. 
 
If you aren’t already engaged at the USR in some big or small way, 
I invite you to do so. You will receive far more in terms of lasting 
friendship and gratification than whatever time or talent that you 
provide. 
 
Please see our running list of Volunteer Opportunities that can be 
found by under the “Quick Links” section on the home page of our 
website or simply reach out to me or any of the other leaders of our 
congregation to find out how you can become involved. 
 

Warmest regards, 
 

Rob Willis, President, Board of Trustees 
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General Information 
Who We Are 
 

            The Unitarian Society of Ridgewood (USR) was founded in 1896 
to provide a source of liberal religious practice in the northern New Jer-
sey area. Today, the congregation has over 370 members and friends, 
people who in personal philosophy are Unitarian Universalists and are 
seeking a liberal religious community.  
            The Unitarian Society of Ridgewood is a member congregation 
of the Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA) and accepts the pur-
poses and principles of the Association (see page 3). 
  

Services  
 Services are held in Anderson auditorium each Sunday at 10:00 
a.m. The service lasts about an hour and is followed by coffee and con-
versation. Childcare is available. 
   

Our Interim Minister 
             

The Rev. Dr. Anthony P. Johnson is Interim Minister of the Uni-
tarian Society of Ridgewood, New Jersey. Since his ordination in 1977, 
he has served in parish and community ministries in Burbank, California; 
East Brunswick, Englewood, New Brunswick, Orange and Plainfield, 
New Jersey; New York City and Croton-on-Hudson, New York; Meri-
den, Connecticut; Clearwater, Florida; and nationally in support of racial 
and economic justice in the rebuilding after Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. 
He holds the degrees of BA (Boston University), MDiv (Harvard Divin-
ity School), MS (New School for Social Research) and DMin (New York 
Theological Seminary). Dr. Johnson has taught at the New School, Mon-
mouth University, Bloomfield College and Meadville-Lombard Theo-
logical School. He lives in Orange, New Jersey, with his wife Jody 
Leight and cats Bonnie and Boogie. 

 

Transition Team 
Five respected members constitute the Transition Team, which 

collaborates with the Interim Minister in the intentional transitional min-
istry. The team consists of Delight Dodyk, Kris Henrickson, David 
Knechel, Dave Myers and Carol Patterson. Members of the Team advise 
the minister and co-lead group processes with him. 
 

Our Director of Religious Education  
             Prior to moving to New Jersey, Johanna Seale was the Director 
of Religious Education at the Unitarian Universalist Congregation in 
Milford, NH, and also served First Parish in Cambridge, MA as the Reli-
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gious Education Assistant. Johanna started her own religious education 
as a child at the Allen Avenue Unitarian Universalist Church in Portland, 
Maine, and is happy to be one of a growing number of lifelong UUs. In-
spired by her Neighboring Faiths class to study religion, she earned her 
BA in the Comparative Study of Religion from Harvard College.  
 In her spare time, Johanna is a volunteer for Hudson County 
CASA, where she advocates for foster children through the court system. 
She also plays the viola, sings, and runs. She lives with her husband and 
daughter in Hoboken, NJ.  
 

Religious Education  
 There is an active Religious Education program for children pre-
K through 9th grade and special programs for high school youth. There is 
experienced care for infants and children under age three during services.  
Details about the childcare and educational programs can be found be-
ginning on page 31. 
 Many holiday services are Family Services. On these Sundays 
there are no RE classes, as children attend services with their parents. 
 

Becoming Active in the Society  
 The Unitarian Society of Ridgewood welcomes everyone. Bro-
chures on Unitarian Universalism, USR activities and other types of in-
formation are available every Sunday morning following service at the 
visitor’s table in the Fellowship Room.  
 While individuals are welcome to participate in Society life 
without becoming a member, joining USR is encouraged. Each new 
member is recognized during a worship service. Privileges of member-
ship include voting in congregational meetings, being eligible to serve on 
the Board, and receiving various UU publications.   

Financial Overview  
 Seventy five percent of our operating income comes from 
pledges from both members and friends. The total budget of the Society 
is about $551,896, two-thirds of which pays the salaries of our staff with 
the remainder supporting our programs and buildings. 
 

The USR Structure  
 The USR is governed by a Board of Trustees, which is elected 
by the congregation and adheres to a set of bylaws approved by the con-
gregation. There is a Program Council, which is headed by the Vice 
President of the Board, and is comprised of the Membership Council, 
Ministry Council and Social Responsibilities Committee. Committees, 
programs, task teams and functions associated with membership, minis-
try and social justice fall within these individual councils. Individual 
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councils and committees report directly to the Program Council, and 
through this Council, to the Board. The Program Council is responsible 
for the day-to-day programming for the USR. 

There is a Nominating Committee, which is elected directly by 
the congregation. Its role is to foster leadership development and to se-
lect nominees to serve on the Board of Trustees and the Nominating 
Committee. 

The Finance Council, Facilities Council and Safe Congregation 
Response Team report directly to the Board of Trustees. The Board of 
Trustees, Program Council, Nominating Committee, other councils and 
teams, and minister and staff work together towards furtherance of the 
USR’s mission and vision. The Board, Program Council, individual 
councils, committees, programs, teams and functions are comprised of 
dedicated volunteers. All congregants are warmly welcomed to partici-

pate in the work of our beloved community. Please contact council or 
committee chairs to find out more about the ways that you can become 
involved. 
 

Safe Congregation Policies and Program 
  This Society is a Safe Congregation where practices and proce-
dures serve to ensure that all members, friends, adults, children and 
youth are treated with respect.  Our policies and procedures cover a large  
range of issues related to all aspects of safety at the Society. These issues 
cover everything from building safety to the complex areas of sexual har-
assment, disruptive behavior, response to abuse allegations of children 
and the prevention of child sexual abuse and abusive relationships. Also 
included are safety on field trips, first aid policy and equipment, emer-
gency evacuation of the buildings, automated external defibrillator 
(AED) maintenance and  cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR)/AED 
training. The complete policy is available on the USR website.  
(http://uuridgewood.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/Safe-Congregation
-Policy-2016.pdf) 
 Emergency information is posted in the kitchens in the main 
building and Reeb House and in classrooms in the RE space. Instructions 
for evacuation in case of fire are printed below. 
 The Safe Congregation Response Team is responsible for imple-
mentation of our Safe Congregation policies. The team is composed of 
the Minister, the Religious Education Professional, the Board President 
and three members of the Society appointed annually by the Board of 
Trustees. Guided by the Philosophy Statement (Policy – Roman Numeral 
I), their function, individually and collectively, is to offer confidential 
support, advice, and counsel with concern for the safety of all parties 
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involved.  It has the following responsibilities:   
• Know about community resources for child abuse, treatment 

for sex offenders, and support groups for survivors. 
• Know about state laws regarding reporting. 
• Be a resource for people to share their concerns. 
• Evaluate applications for religious education teachers and all 

staff as requested by the Minister or the Religious Education 
Professional. 

• Facilitate annual training for RE staff and teachers on issues, 
policies, and procedures relevant to sexual/physical abuse. 

• Work with the RE Committee to assure that the sex abuse 
education sections of the Our Whole Lives curricula are of-
fered at each age level. 

• Receive allegations of possible abuse and develop a process 
for expedient handling of such allegations. 

• Meet with convicted sex offenders to develop a Limited Ac-
cess Agreement for participation in Society activities. 

 All activities of the Response Team will be conducted in a confi-
dential fashion and may only be disclosed when necessary and appropri-
ate as determined by the Team. Safe Congregation Response Team mem-
bers are listed on page 19. 
 

 

IN CASE OF FIRE 
On one Sunday every year, the Society will hold a fire drill for the entire 

congregation. Below are the procedures that must be followed in the 

event of a drill, fire or other emergency that requires evacuation.   

WHEN THE FIRE ALARM SOUNDS PLEASE DO THE FOLLOWING: 
 

1. Immediately leave the building through the nearest exit. Do not   
go to the cloak room! Walk away from the building and assemble on the 
lawn in front of Reeb house. 

2. Do not use the elevator! If you are accompanying someone who has 

difficulty walking or is in a wheelchair, locate another person to help, 

then proceed to the front steps. Turn wheelchairs backwards and, with 

one person in the front and the other in the rear, guide the wheelchair 

down the front steps. 

3. All children in RE (with the exception of the nursery) will be es-

corted out of the building by their teachers. 
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4. Infants and toddlers in the nursery will be taken to the kitchen next 

to the nursery and exit the building through the windows in the kitchen.  

Parents of nursery children only should exit the building as quickly as 

possible and proceed to the driveway just outside the window of the RE 

kitchen to assist in the evacuation process of the nursery.  Parents and 

children will then assemble as instructed below. FOR PURPOSES OF A 

FIRE DRILL ONLY, THE CHILDREN WILL NOT BE PASSED OUT THE WIN-

DOWS.  RATHER, THEY WILL EXIT THE BUILDING WITH THEIR TEACH-

ERS. 
 

A.  If the main building is the cause of the evacuation, teachers will 

assemble with the children in front of the Reeb house garage. The 

DRE will send an adult to notify the teachers in Reeb of the evacua-

tion.  

B. If the Reeb building is the cause for evacuation, the teachers and 
children will assemble in the parking area of the main building. One 
of the teachers from Reeb should notify the minister and the REM of 
the evacuation. 

 

 

The Buildings and Grounds Committee will be accountable for executing the 

Emergency Evacuation Policy.  Reference:  Safe Congregation Policies Part 

VIII 
 

 

Board of Trustees 
 

President:                     Rob Willis                                       201-612-9779 

                                                                         usr.president1@gmail.com          

Vice President:             Kevin Smith                                    551-265-3315 

                                                                     usr.vicepresident@gmail.com                      

Treasurer:                     Peter Duran                                      201-689-0059 

                                                                           usr.treasurer1@gmail.com                             

Secretary:                     Bernie Josefsberg                             201-670-0255 

                                                                          usr.secretary1@gmail.com 

               

Trustees:                      Sean Brennan       

                                     Laura Krag                                      
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                                     Julie McMurray                             

                                                                                  

                                     Jackie Nadler                                 

                                                                                 

                                     Holly Nolan   

                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Society Staff  

 

Interim Minister: Rev. Dr. Anthony P. Johnson         201-444-6225  

                                 usr.minister@gmail.com  

Religious Educator: Johanna Seale         201-444-6225  

 usr.dre1@gmail.com 

Youth Advisor:       James Forrest                                      480-754-9039 

                                cucusryouthgroup@gmail.com 

Membership Administrator: Ann Pareti                              201-444-6225  

  usr.membership1@gmail.com 

Finance Manager:   Donna Barrett                                      201-444-6225 

                                usr.finance1@gmail.com 

Office Secretary:     Chandrika Chowdhry                          201-444-6225 

                                usr.secretary@gmail.com 

Music Director:       Ron Levy                                              

                                                       
                                        

 

Office Hours: September - June  Monday - Friday 9 AM-3 PM 
 

 

 

Summer Hours  

may vary and will be posted in the newsletter,  

on the website and on the answering machine. 
 

On the following page is the Organizational chart  

insert of the USR Structure.  

Full size copies of this chart are posted on the Bulletin 

Boards in the main building and the office and are  

available in the office upon request. 
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Anderson Building 

 

Main Floor Plan 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Lower Level Plan 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The administration offices and meeting rooms are in Reeb  
House which is just to the north of the Anderson building.     
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Please note…  Our facilities are handicapped 
accessible.  Large-Print materials are available.  
Assistance for the hearing-impaired is also of-
fered.  Please ask the greeters on Sunday morn-
ings or contact the office for more information. 

Reeb House 

First Floor Plan 

Second Floor Plan 
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Upstairs Meeting Room Minister’s office 
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A Brief History of the Society 
 

  From its inception, this congregation has exhibited a dedication 
to the principles of liberal religion that has kept us in the forefront of the 
drive for social justice and has enabled us to play a role in this commu-
nity far larger than our numbers would indicate.   
 Two families provided the impetus for the establishment of lib-
eral religion in Ridgewood. The Robinson family, members of All Souls 
Unitarian Church in NYC, moved to Ridgewood in 1853. Benjamin 
Franklin Robinson, Ridgewood’s first postmaster and a community 
leader known for his philanthropy, presented the land on which Christ 
Church now stands to that congregation in 1883.  He was one of the first 
residents to initiate the planting of trees along Village roadways, a pro-
gram still funded by the Village and responsible for our designation as a 
“Tree City USA.” 
 The Hawes family moved to Ridgewood in 1870.  They had been 
members of the Unitarian Church in Buffalo, NY.  At this time, the only 
Unitarian Church in New Jersey was located in Montclair, in charge of 
Rev. Mr. Harrison. Hungry for what she called “liberal fellowship” Re-
becca Hawes later recorded how she and her mother set out to find some.  
She wrote:  “The first Unitarian movement in Ridgewood, NJ was made 
late in the winter of 1874, when two ladies, of whom the writer was one, 
started from there in a sleigh one Sunday morning to find a Unitarian 
Church in New Jersey.” The drive of fifteen miles was made in time for 
the morning services and they returned home the same afternoon.  They 
attended a Unitarian Conference in Montclair the next summer returning 
from it with the firm intention of finding more “liberals” in northern New 
Jersey if possible. 
 The two families prevailed upon minister friends to hold occa-
sional services in Ridgewood.  Between 1879 and 1881, they were held 
in the Ho-Ho-Kus Valley School which was located on the site of St. 
Bartholomew’s Episcopal Church in Ho-Ho-Kus. When the weather got 
cold, the meetings were moved to the Robinson home.   
 By 1895, congregations had been established in Passaic and 
Rutherford and their ministers assisted the small group of Ridgewood 
Unitarians in the attempt to establish one here. That year, the group held 
a series of six public lectures at the Ridgewood Opera House and then 
rented a basement room at the same location for regular Sunday services.  
The Rev. George H. Badger, minister of the Rutherford church, com-
muted here to lead the services. His only compensation was his train fare. 
After many appeals, the American Unitarian Association later granted 
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him $37.50 a month to serve the fledgling congregation. 
 In May of 1896 the group adopted a constitution and by-laws 
and elected a board of trustees, and with its incorporation on May 23, 
1896, The Unitarian Society of Ridgewood was born. The congregation 
moved its services to Hutton Hall, then located on Godwin Avenue, and 
later to Mrs. Buck’s schoolhouse at the rear of her residence on Cottage 
Place.  Our present location, on what had been a portion of the Benjamin 
Robinson estate, was purchased on May 3, 1900. The building was com-
pleted in December 1900 at a cost of $2,700. The floor area of the origi-
nal building was the high arched portion of Anderson Auditorium and 
the small area with the fireplace. There was no kitchen and no rest room.  
The building was heated by a coal-burning, hand-fired furnace…but only 
on week-ends, with the president of the society doubling as stoker.   
 Twenty one ministers have served this congregation. George 
Badger, Harry Jeschke, Arthur Whitney, Charles Grave, R.S. Barrow, 
Arthur Singsen, Wilson Backus, Elizabeth Padgham, V.G. Hartman and 
Joseph Loughran divided their time between Ridgewood and the Unitar-
ian Churches in Rutherford, Hackensack or Passaic. In 1931, Milton 
Muder became our first full-time minister. He was followed by Homer 
Sheffer (1939-1964) and Ken Patton (1964-1986). Josiah Bartlett served 
as interim minister until we hired Terence Holliday Ellen (1987-2000).  
Upon his retirement, Maj-Britt Johnson became our second interim min-
ister. Rev. Sarah Lammert served as the fifth full-time minister of this 
congregation from 2002-2010. Rev. Roberta Finkelstein was hired as the 
interim minister from August 2010 thru June 2011. Rev. Kathleen Green 
served as the minister from 2011-2013. Carlos R. Martinez was an intern 
minister here from 2012-2014. Rev. Anthony P. Johnson is our current 
interim minister. 
 From the earliest days, members of this society have played an 
active role in the affairs of the larger community. When Ridgewood was 
building its first school, Rebecca Hawes led a committee of women, con-
cerned about the safety of our children, who demanded that the building 
be built of brick rather than the less expensive wooden construction fa-
vored by the all male board. She also spearheaded the drive for regular 
garbage collection as a civic responsibility and in 1896 organized the 
Women’s Exchange, today known as the Community Thrift Shop, help-
ing the poor and providing income to non-profit organizations. 
 The social consciousness, sense of empowerment, and support 
afforded by our Society has provided the bedrock for much of the indi-
vidual action undertaken by our members. Throughout our history mem-
bers of this Society have been the driving force behind an astonishing 
number of projects designed to further social justice, enhance under-
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standing and compassion and provide aid to those in need. Programs ini-
tiated by members of The Unitarian Society of Ridgewood include the 
Broad Ridge Housing Corporation, which raised funds throughout the 
community to rehabilitate three dilapidated buildings on Broad Street 
and allow minority families to purchase their own apartments; the Ridge-
wood Senior Citizens Housing Corporation which built 129 units of sub-
sidized housing on Ridge Road for low and moderate income seniors and 
the handicapped; SHARE, which developed two residences providing 
supportive communal living for elderly people; Citizens for Swimming, 
providing Paterson youngsters an opportunity to swim at Graydon Pool; 
the Ridgewood Environmental Committee; Family Counseling Service 
of Ridgewood and Vicinity; and the Ramapo Valley Cooperative which 
enabled area residents to buy quality produce at reasonable prices. 
 Members of this society have devoted countless hours to com-
munity service providing two Mayors of Ridgewood, two Presidents of 
the Ridgewood Board of Education and one in Montvale, members of the 
Boards of Education in Glen Rock and HoHoKus and Council, Planning 
and Zoning Board members in Ridgewood, Glen Rock, Fair Lawn and 
Saddle River. 
 The list of our activities covers the entire panorama of social 
concerns of our time. A representative sampling includes:  the AIDS 
Buddy Support Program; American Association for the United Nations; 
Amnesty International; Bergen County Food Coalition; Fair Housing; the 
Black Affairs Council; CAMP Youth Development Program in Paterson; 
CAMP Adopt-a-Child Program at The Hermitage History Day Camp; 
Center for Food Action; Crop Walk; El Salvador relief convoy; PFLAG; 
Gay and Lesbian Rights; Guest at your Table; Habitat for Humanity; In-
terreligious Fellowship for the Homeless; Bergen Peace and Justice Coa-
lition, International Rescue Committee for Cuban refugees; Jamaican 
Hurricane Relief; League of Women Voters; National Council for Uni-
versal Amnesty; NJ Religious Coalition for Reproductive Rights; Order 
of the Lamp; Paterson Ecumenical Pre-School; Peace Brigades Interna-
tional; Pro Arte Chorale; Planned Parenthood; Ridgewood Area Peace 
Coalition; Ridgewood Symphony; Friends of the Hermitage; Martin Lu-
ther King Day Celebration; SANE Freeze; St. Paul’s Men’s Shelter; Task 
Force Against Growing Militarism;  Women’s Strike for Peace.  
 Few Unitarians believe in immortality, but as a society we have 
earned the memorialization offered in the Kaddish…the Jewish prayer 
for the dead:  “They live on in the hearts of those that cherish their mem-
ory and in the good deeds that they performed on earth.” 

   Written by Roberta Svarre (excerpted) 
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Councils and Task Teams Reporting to the Board 

of Trustees 
 

Following are brief descriptions of Councils and task teams that report 
directly to the Board of Trustees. 
 

Facilities Council                                                                       TBD                   

Oversees the various committees listed below as well as vendor and con-
tractor management for USR maintenance and projects. The Council is 
also responsible for long-range planning for the USR’s buildings and 
grounds.  
 

 

Maintenance and Grounds Committee                                           TBD                                                                      
Oversees the day-to-day maintenance of the Society’s buildings and 
grounds. This committee uses volunteer resources from within the Soci-
ety to keep the Society’s buildings and grounds safe, functional and con-
ducive to Society services and activities. Volunteer resources include 
those skilled in trades, those who are handy, and those who can provide 
professional advice on contracting or similar issues. Volunteers are wel-
come on a long-term basis or on a project-specific basis. When neces-
sary, the committee also uses paid assistance from contractors. This 
Committee also oversees the kitchen facilities in the main USR building. 

Long Term Facilities Planning                                                         TBD                                           
This Committee plans the renovation and maintenance of the USR’s 
physical assets beyond any one Congregational Year. 
A/V Committee                                         Phread Ayres                      
Oversees the audio visual including sound recording equipment used to 
record Sunday Services in the main USR building. 
Gardens Committee                            Maria Geiselhart       
Oversees planting and maintenance of seasonal and permanent plantings 
on the Society’s property. 
 

Stewardship Council Chair         Peter Duran                           

Committees: 
 

Annual Budget Drive Committee             Robert Shoemaker                                                            
Volunteers conduct the annual budget drive which provides the basic 
financial support for the Society. The beginning of the drive is scheduled 
in coordination with the Fellowship Feast. 
Planned Giving                                Jeff Cagan                                                           
Planned Giving Committee serves as the custodian of the Society’s En-
dowment Fund. The Endowment Fund is a funding vehicle to promote 
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the Society’s activities and causes from members’ requests. (It is not 
used to fund annual operations of the Society.) Each year members are 
encouraged to apply for grants to be used for funding projects within 
the greater community keeping in the spirit and beliefs of the USR. Ex-
amples of previous grants have included student scholarships, environ-
mental grass-roots programs, women’s abortion rights organizations, 
and building schoolhouses in Guatemala. Members and friends of the 
Society are encouraged to contribute to the Endowment Fund both 
through lifetime gifts and in estate planning. 
 

Subcommittees: 
 

Service Auction                                   Jeff Summerville           
Our major annual fund-raiser. Brightens the Winter! Helps us help our-
selves by offering and/or buying services. Come and have fun at this event.  
Fellowship Feast   TBD 

Wonderful evening combines fellowship, feasting and financial pledg-
ing in mid-March. Many hands help. Come and enjoy! 
Rentals                                                 Ann Pareti  201-444-6225 
                                                              usr.membership1@gmail.com 
Oversees the use of our space by outside groups and individuals, as well 
as Society groups. 
 

Community Thrift Shop                     Peter Duran                                                                                                                 
A fundraiser for the Society, the Community Thrift Shop collects items 
donated on a continuing basis, on Mondays, year round. Each bag of 
items dropped off by members and friends of the USR is marked with 
our number (#9). When sold, a percentage of the proceeds go directly to 
the Unitarian Society. In return, one week each year we are asked to 
staff the collection room and sort and label the sale items. 
 

Working Groups 
 

Human Resources Committee             Bill Belknap                         
Develops the Society’s written Human Resources policies, job descrip-
tions and performance appraisal format for Board approval and assesses 
for the Board their implementation. Annually reviews the UUA Com-
pensation Study, reports to the Board the Fair Compensation Status of 
USR employees and makes recommendations based upon the compen-
sation data. 
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Safe Congregation Response Team Chair      
                                                                                      Carol Loscalzo      
                                                                 
The Response Team is responsible for the implementation of the Safe 
Congregation policies and program. Please see page 8 for a summary. If 
you have a concern or want to report a situation that you feel is disrup-
tive, you can speak with any member of the team. Disruptive Behavior 
Worksheets are available in the kitchens of both buildings. Acci-
dent/Incident reports are also available. The Response Team is responsi-
ble for maintaining the Automated External Defibrillators (AED) in both 
buildings and for scheduling a yearly CPR/AED training. Complete and 
updated policies are available on the USR website.  
Response Team Members: The Rev. Dr. Anthony P. Johnson, Johanna 
Seale (DRE), Wally Griffith, Carol Loscalzo, Rob Willis. 
 

Committees Reporting Directly to the USR  

Congregation 
 

Nominating Committee                                 Michael Patterson                                               
The Nominating Committee is responsible for selecting the slate to pre-
sent to the congregation at the Annual Meeting in June of each year. The 
slate is for officers and trustees as well as members of the Nominating 
Committee. Members of the Nominating Committee 2016-17 are Mi-
chael Patterson (chair), Regina Andrews, Peter Levy, Assunta Trischka, 
LuAnn Markowitz and Helen Matusow-Ayres. The Committee reviews 
By-Laws and job descriptions to verify what positions need to be filled 
and ensure eligibility requirements are met. The Committee also works 
with the Board and the Leadership Council to identify and nurture future 
leaders in order to have a more strategic approach to succession plan-
ning. It offers workshops and other leadership skills development oppor-
tunities to help individuals grow in mind and spirit in order to maintain a 
vibrant, adaptive and thriving congregation.  The Committee Chair re-
ports monthly to the USR Board. 
 

Committee on Ministry TBD (Not active when an interim minister is 
in place) 
Strengthens the quality of ministry within the congregation. The commit-
tee serves as a confidential support group for the minister and a commu-
nication channel between the minister and the congregation. The minis-
ter, as part of the COM, attends all meetings of the COM. 
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Councils & Committees under the  

Program Council 
 
 

Membership Council Chair    Carolyn Musser    
                 

Committees: 
 

Membership Committee     
Judy Scanlan                       Anita Knechel                                          

The goal of the Membership committee is to grow the USR membership 
through activities that attract visitors and encourage membership. Spe-
cific activities include: welcoming members and visitors on Sundays, 
quarterly social brunches for visitors, and quarterly “Introduction to Uni-
tarian Universalism” brunches featuring the Minister and Director of Re-
ligious Education. New members are introduced to the congregation at a 
Sunday service. The committee works closely with the Membership Ad-
ministrator. 
History and Archives      TBD 
Sorts, preserves, and makes accessible the records of our Society’s his-
tory. New members are always welcome. Contact the office if you need 
something from the archives or if you’d like to help preserve our history. 
 

Programs: 
 

Annual BBQ                      Ed Wardell                          
This celebration occurs after one of the last services of the regular year in 
June. Members and friends bring salads and desserts. Volunteers cook 
hamburgers and hotdogs. Live music and activities for children add to 
the fun. 
Monday Lecture Series         
Ira Mendelsberg                 Anita Young 
A free open-to-all lecture series based on DVDs purchased from Great 
Courses which meets every Monday in the Fellowship Room from 
12:30-1:30pm. Attendance has ranged from 15 to 35 including UUs and 
others who have read about the series or who have been invited by a UU. 
The group selects the next lecture series. Topics have included history, 
science, philosophy and the arts. 
One Book USR                Deborah Goodell         
One Book USR is a congregation-wide book group that meets in Reeb 
House on Wednesday evenings every 4 to 6 weeks depending on the 
length of the book. All are welcome to help choose, read and discuss se-
lected books throughout the year. The name of the selected book and the 
date for the discussion will always be in the USR Newsletter and calen-
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dar. 
Softball                                      Mitch Halvorsen                                                                                                 
Our co-ed team plays in the Ridgewood Church League. The games 
start in the Spring. We play teams from other religious organizations un-
til late August. Watch for notices in the newsletter Spring 2017. You can 
find the League schedule at www.rcsoftball.com. Come join us or just 
cheer us on! 

Wednesday Luncheons            Brietta Savoie                        
These are informal brown-bag lunches held in homes of members and 
friends on the First Wednesday of each month (except during inclement 
winter weather). Notices in the newsletter announce the location. Dessert 
and drinks are provided by the host. Open to everyone. Plan to come and 
get to know more of us strengthening bonds of connection and friend-
ship. 
 

Task Teams: 
 

Congregational Dinners           
Holly Nolan                               Judy Scanlan                                                                                                     

Each autumn finds USR members and friends enjoying a happy Saturday 
dinner at each other’s houses, known as the Congregational Dinners.  
The goal of this popular event is to help older and newer members and 
friends get to know each other better in a small, homey setting. The date 
this year is Saturday, October 22. Each guest brings a part of the meal. 
Watch the eblasts and newsletters to learn when and how to let the co-
chairs know you’d like to attend. Afterwards you’ll have new friends to 
say Hello to. 
 

Functions: 
 

Coffee Hosts & Refreshments        Pamela Hahn       
Members and friends volunteer to ensure that tables are set up  in the 
Fellowship Room before the service (and later cleaned up) so that drinks 
and snacks, provided by a local store, are available after the Sunday Ser-
vice. Please say yes (or better yet offer) when asked to help. 

Greeters                                            Jackie Nadler                      
Greeters welcome everyone to Sunday services and make sure the ser-
vice is comfortable and safe for all.  Greeters also take the collection and 
work with the membership committee to make sure visitors are warmly 
welcomed and receive the information they want about USR. Greeters 
serve approximately one service per month as part of a team of two. 
 

Ministry Council Chair        Steve Andrews     
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Committees: 
 

Sunday Services Committee                                                              
Steve Riskind              Elisabeth Mannschott                                                                                      
Created to assure consistency and excellence in Sunday services, particu-
larly those that are lay led. Meets monthly to review, plan, and envision 
our services and to coordinate upcoming lay services with the commit-
tees or individuals presenting them. The committee coordinates all ele-
ments of our Sunday services and is open to feedback as well as ideas 
and proposals for lay services. 
Pastoral Care Team/ Pastoral Associates                      
                                                                      Martin Lavanhar           
The Pastoral Associates is a lay ministry of the Unitarian Society. Pas-
toral Associates assist the minister in visiting our members and friends 
who are housebound, in the hospital, or otherwise incapacitated and 
those who are struggling with chronic illness, or need a listening ear dur-
ing a crisis. If you would like a visit from one of our pastoral care team, 
please contact Martin. 
Pastoral Care Team/Caring Committee   Kathy Azzara                                                                                                                      

The Caring Committee reaches out to help members and friends in times 
of need by telephoning, visiting, sending “get well” support cards, deliv-
ering food, driving and shopping for those with temporary illness or re-
covering from medical procedures. (Contact the church office for Caring 
Committee services). 
Committee on Ministry  TBD (Not active when an interim minister is in 
place) 
Strengthens the quality of ministry within the congregation. The commit-
tee serves as a confidential support group for the minister and a commu-
nication channel between the minister and the congregation. The minis-
ter, as part of the COM, attends all meetings of the COM. 
Intern Committee    TBD  (Not active when an interim minister is in 
place) 
The Intern Committee provides support and mentorship to ministerial 
students doing their practicum with USR. 
LIFFT (Lively, Interactive Food For Thought)     Johanna Seale 
                                                                                    usr.dre1@gmail.com                   
LIFFT will begin its 9th season in September 2016 and meets nine 
months a year (no meetings in January, February and March). LIFFT 
meets the 2nd and 4th Fridays of the month in the Fellowship Room 
from 1:00 to 2:30 p.m. A daytime, informal group who share their joys, 
pains and positive outlooks on life as they journey together in friendship. 
Facilitated by Johanna Seale and attended by both Unitarian Universal-
ists and others from outside the congregation. For more information, 
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leave your name and number with the office and you will be contacted. 
Music Ministry Committee                  Kristen Plumley    
The purpose of the Music Ministry Committee is to act as a liaison be-
tween the congregation and the Music Director, thereby providing music  
for all the services; and to organize and present concerts for the congre-
gation and general public. The Music Ministry Committee oversees and 
supports the Music Director. The Committee organizes an adult volun-
teer chorus named Society Singers, which currently rehearses for five to 
six weeks prior to performing for a Sunday service; once in the fall and 
once in the Spring. The Committee hires a choral director (can be in or 
outside the congregation), and is in charge of advising the choral director 
as to appropriate music selections. The Committee also presents concerts 
that are open to the congregation and the general public. There is a con-
cert series called the Society Café Concert Series, which showcases na-
tionally and internationally recognized acoustic singer/songwriters in all 
music genres. There are 4-5 concerts per year. The Committee books the 
artist, publicizes the events in local publications and through social me-
dia, solicits donations of refreshments from local vendors, collects ad-
mission fees, and donates any unused monies to the Society. The Com-
mittee also organizes a Two-Piano Festival every year in the spring, and 
money collected funds a scholarship for a piano student. 

Children and Youth Religious              Susan Fink     

Education Committee (CYRE)                                               

The CYRE Committee works in cooperation with the Director of Reli-

gious Education to oversee, evaluate and contribute to the development 

of all children and youth programs/curriculum, to plan and carry out spe-

cial events, and to support and develop social justice activities that in-

clude children and youth.  
 

Programs:  
 

Connections      
Debbie Wardell                        Bea Cronin   
Connections is the small group ministry program of USR. Members and 
friends meet in small groups to consider life issues that matter, deepening 
understanding of faith and values. Connections groups provide an oppor-
tunity to speak intimately with each other and listen intently. The groups 
are a welcoming way for new members and friends to get to know others 
in the congregation and for all to strengthen relationships. Connections 
groups are led by trained facilitators, have six to ten members and meet 
twice a month for eight sessions. A structured format and a compilation 
of readings are used to inspire participants’ reflections and sharing. 
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Groups complete a service project for USR or the larger community. 
New Moon Zendo      Marcia Spitz              Ralph Pleasic 
This group, led by a Zen certified teacher, has been offering Zen since 
1989 and is “user friendly,” offering an opportunity for genuine self-
discovery. Please call Marcia or Ralph for more information. 
 

Functions: 
 

Art Shows Committee                                 Carol Wolf                                               
Schedules shows and hosts opening receptions for artists within and out-
side the Society to display and sell their works. 

Leadership Leaves                                  Caroline Lavanhar           
A cooperative program of 12 UU congregations in New Jersey making it 
possible for parish ministers to go on a sabbatical. The program requires 
participation financially and by sharing coverage.  

Flowers                                                          Robin Ritter                                                           
Members and friends provide flowers for our services every Sunday. 

The Library Committee                              TBD                           
The Library Committee catalogs and manages the growing collection of 
resource materials. The Library is located in the Reeb Board room and 
the committee offers a selection of books on the cart near the visitors’ 
table each Sunday morning. 
 

Social Responsibilities Council Chair          Carol Loscalzo 
 

Social Responsibilities Committee             Carol Loscalzo                              
 

The Unitarian Society of Ridgewood (USR) has a long and vital history 
of social justice, advocacy and community service. Continuing that tradi-
tion the Social Responsibilities Committee (SRC) currently has 5 active 
subcommittees, several liaisons and independent groups connected to the 
SRC working on specific issues. The SRC helps coordinate the work of 
the subcommittees, prepares and administers budgets, ensures that infor-
mation is available to the congregation. When action is pending, the SRC 
also staffs an Action Table, where the congregation can sign letters to 
their legislators or other decision-makers. The Committee has the respon-
sibility for organizing and publicizing the plate collections (15 each con-
gregational year) that are donated to an outside social justice cause. The 
Committee works with the Religious Education program to educate the 
youth in UU social justice, inform them of the subcommittee work and 
encourage involvement. Applications can be submitted at any time and 
are on the USR website. SRC also manages a yahoo group that keeps all 
subscribers up-to-date on pertinent social justice issues. To join the 
group, go to usr-src-bulletin-board-subscribe@yahoogroups or sign up at 
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the SRC table. SRC members invite and welcome your participation in 
our work.   
 

SubCommittees:  
 

Education Justice                    
Sally Lewis                                              Marilyn Maney                                            
Education Justice subcommittee meets approximately eight times during 
the school year for 90-minute evening meetings. The Education Justice 
group follows issues of educational equity at the local, state and national 
level. Informative events are planned for the congregation and action 
plans are developed in order to support a high quality of education for all 
children. We encourage volunteer efforts at Paterson school #12 and 
C.A.M.P YDP in Paterson.  

Hunger/Homeless Action                 Ira Mendelsberg           
The subcommittee is dedicated to working toward providing the basic 
necessities of food and shelter to our local community. We conduct food 
and fund drives and recruit volunteers to help the Bergen County food 
pantry, Center For Food Action and the local shelter, Family Promise, 
which provides temporary housing for families in need. Additionally, the 
group works with other organizations and provides the congregation with 
information on food and housing issues in the state, the country and 
around the globe. 

Living the Welcoming                              Anita Young         
This committee works to promote the UUA policies of gender accep-
tance in our congregation, and to bring gay, lesbian, bisexual, and trans-
gender issues to the congregation in order to promote inclusiveness in 
our Society and the world at large. GLBTI overlap in many other areas 
such as economic justice, immigration, discrimination in hiring, etc. and 
we continue to work with other committees on these issues as related to 
the GLBTI community. While much of our work has been toward work-
ing for Marriage Equality, the committee will be focusing this year on 
transgender and bisexual issues. 

Peace and Justice                                      Anita Young        
The Peace & Justice Subcommittee plans programs that will educate the 
community to issues of social justice and effect change through advocacy 
and special projects. We work to achieve peaceful solutions to conflicts 
throughout the world, strengthen democracy, and promote social justice 
at home and abroad. We take positions against war and to protect human 
rights. The subcommittee supports First Friends, the Northern NJ Sanctu-
ary Coalition (NNJSC), and works with Community of Friends in Action 
(CoFiA), an immigrant worker’s group in Bergen county. Our members 
are interested in many issues including income inequality, immigration 
reform, reducing gun violence and preventing human trafficking. Be-
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cause of our efforts and those of others in our congregation, the Unitarian 
Society of Ridgewood was rededicated as a peace site on September 21, 
2014 and commemorated the occasion with the planting of a peace pole 
on our grounds.  
Racial Justice     Carol Loscalzo         Carolyn Musser                              
This subcommittee spearheaded the congregation's focus for study and 

action (Black Lives Matter/Racial Justice in America) last year and will 

continue that work in 2016-17. It specifically addresses white privilege, 

criminal justice reform and systemic racism. The work will include book 

discussions, documentary presentations, speakers and other pro-

grams. The committee has also begun to reach out to other area religious 

congregations to share resources and potentially offer interfaith pro-

grams. It will continue to support People's Organization for Progress, a 

Newark-based action and advocacy group, and the Martin Luther King 

Day Celebration Committee of Ridgewood and Glen Rock. The group  

meets monthly and welcomes new members at any time. 

Reproductive Justice     
                            Carol Loscalzo           Susanne Fuhrman          
Reproductive Justice (RJ) takes a holistic, human rights and social justice 
approach dealing with issues that affect all women’s reproductive health 
and lives. Following the framework of the reproductive justice move-
ment, the committee keeps in mind the ways that the systems of race, 
class, and gender affect a person’s reproductive rights and health. Activi-
ties include film showings, study sessions, information sharing, federal 
and state legislative advocacy, support for abortion clinics, support for 
NJ Abortion Access Fund, involvement and support of local clinic escort 
programs, working with the RJ task force of UU Legislative Ministry of 
NJ (UULMNJ) and partnering with other groups within and outside the 
congregation. The 2015 Unitarian Universalist Association General As-
sembly approved the Reproductive Justice Statement of Conscience 
(SOC). The subcommittee will continue to implement the SOC this year. 
Please join us in our work! 
 

Liaisons - Pertinent Affiliated Denominational Groups  
 

UULMNJ   (Unitarian Universalist Legislative Ministry of New Jersey)        
                                                             Ira Mendelsberg                 
Provides a comprehensive structure, network and resources to empower 
the moral voice and actions of our Unitarian Universalist principles and 
values in the public arena. UULMNJ engages in impacting social justice 
and public policy issues important to our state through Education, Re-
search, Advocacy, Witness, and Service. 

26 



 

 

UUSC  (Unitarian Universalist Service Committee)         
                                                           Ira Mendelsberg                                     
The Unitarian Universalist Service Committee (UUSC) is a nonsectarian 
organization that advances human rights and social justice in the United 
States and around the world. We envision a world free from oppression 
and injustice, where all can realize their full human rights. 
 

Liaisons to USR Groups 
 

Environmental Justice Action Liaison 
                                                           Katherine Hyde          
The Environmental Justice Action Liaison actively works to  promote 
environmental justice by supporting partner groups and keeping the con-
gregation informed about events and actions that  people can participate 
in.   
Liaison to CYRE (Children and Youth Religious Education Committee) 
for Social Action                               Sally Lewis             
The liaison promotes social action experiences for USR children and 
youth by working with the CYRE. The RE children and youth partici-
pated in the Peace Site Rededication and planting of the peace pole  2014 
events. The CYRE Committee plans several social justice events for 
Sundays throughout the year.   
 

Affiliated Independent Groups  
 

C.A.M.P Youth Development Program     Sally Lewis   
C.A.M.P YDP is a non-profit preschool, after school and summer pro-
gram in Paterson serving approximately 60 children ages 3 to 14. During 
the school year, our volunteers assist students in the preschool and after-
school program with school work as well as provide enrichment activi-
ties. In the summer, volunteers chaperone Citizens for Swimming. USR 
volunteers also host children from the C.A.M.P program on Martin Lu-
ther King Day, a special event that is also attended by USR children and 
youth. 
Fall Crafts Fair for CAMP                          Marcy Cagan                                  
The annual Crafts in Ridgewood Fair has been a fundraiser with free ad-
mission for the youth development program C.A.M.P. in Paterson, NJ for 
the last 24 years. This year will be the 25th anniversary. Local artists sell 
items that include jewelry, pottery, photography, functional woodenware, 
etc. and 25% of the profits are given to C.A.M.P. It is a two-day event 
held in Anderson and the Fellowship Room with baked goods sold by 
various youth groups from our Religious Education program. There are 
many short-term volunteer opportunities from marketing to setting up 
that help with this creative and exciting event.   
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Citizens for Swimming (C4S)        Dawn Walter          
Since 1968 the non-profit organization Citizens for Swimming has been 
hosting children from Paterson at Ridgewood’s Graydon Pool. C4S en-
deavors to give inner-city kids the simple joy of summer fun in the pool -
something they often do not have access to in Paterson. We also arrange 
for daily swimming instruction so they can be safe around water for the 
rest of their lives. Typically 50 to 100 children in preschool through 8th 
grade visit Graydon Pool for 3 weeks in August. C4S volunteers are in-
volved in fundraising, acquiring donations of swimsuits, beach towels, 
and toys, organizing the celebration picnic, teaching water safety orienta-
tion to the children before they come to the pool, and, most importantly, 
hosting the children at Graydon Pool. Volunteers of all ages, including 
youth, are welcome.  
Community of Friends in Action, Inc. (CoFiA)          
                                                          Margaret White                                               
CoFiA (www.communityoffriendsinaction.org), 201-598-2253. P.O. Box 
448, 181 Fort Lee Road, Leonia, NJ 07605. The Community of Friends 
in Action, Inc., is a community organization that assists workers in East-
ern Bergen County, and also educates the community around immigra-
tion issues. 
NJAAF (New Jersey Abortion Access Fund) 
Susanne Fuhrman                             Carol Loscalzo                        
NJAAF is a volunteer run fund whose primary mission is to provide fi-
nancial assistance to those seeking safe, legal abortions. NJAAF partners 
with providers and social service agencies in New Jersey to help women 
access the care they need. NJAAF provides grants to help cover the cost 
of an abortion or related services.  
Northern New Jersey Sanctuary Coalition                
                                                          Elizabeth D. Ames                                              
The Northern NJ Sanctuary Coalition (formerly Bergen County Sanctu-
ary Committee) is a coalition of northern New Jersey religious congrega-
tions, human rights organizations, and affiliated groups and individuals 
who have joined to provide humanitarian support and advocacy for po-
litical asylum seekers and asylees. Among the services the Coalition pro-
vides are housing, access to medical care, financial support, education/
job training opportunities, language instruction, transportation, socializa-
tion, and liaison with attorneys. The goal is to help the asylees establish 
themselves and achieve durable self-sufficiency. 
SHARE (Shared Housing Association for Ridgewood and Environs) 
                                                         Georgetta Walsh                                    
Two residential homes in Ridgewood for 28 senior citizens operated by 
S.H.A.R.E., Inc., whose board includes members and friends of our Soci-
ety and other religious organizations in our community. Volunteers are 
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needed to prepare Saturday and Sunday dinners. The website is 
www.shareridgewood.org. 
 

Religious Education          

Director of                                  Johanna Seale                    201-444-6225  
Religious Education                usr.dre1@gmail.com 
 

Youth Advisor                            James Forrest                     480-754-9039 
                                                    cucusryouthgroup@gmail.com 
 

Religious Education Committee Susan Fink                         
                                                                 
 

Cooperative Religious Education  

Program for Children and Youth  
 

We are a participant community of all ages that promotes the lifelong 
exploration of Unitarian Universalist religious and ethical values and 
helps us lead lives grounded in those values. Religious Education pro-
gramming is available for children and youth from nursery through high 
school during the 10:00 am service. Please see more detailed descriptions 
for each grade level below.  
  

 Nursery Care: infants to age three – Our nursery is open dur-
ing the 10:00am service.  Parents are invited to stay with their children in 
the nursery and watch the service on our flat screen television. Parents 
can enjoy the service and spend time with their children too. If parents 
prefer to leave their child(ren) in the nursery, volunteers are on duty each 
Sunday. Please fill out a registration form for your child the first time he 
or she visits. Be sure to indicate any special needs on the form. Each 
child must be signed in and out of the nursery. Safety guidelines are 
clearly posted in the nursery for your information. 

Children and Youth - Religious Education for children and 
youth meets on Sunday mornings. Children in Preschool-3rd grade begin 
their Sunday mornings with a children’s worship once a month. Grades 
4-12 begin each Sunday with their designated classes. On the first Sun-
day of each month, there is a Time for All Ages, where children and 
youth join the larger service for the first 15 minutes. Also, we host multi-
generational services throughout the year where entire families are en-
couraged to take part.  
 There is no charge for religious education classes, but we do ex-
pect parents to volunteer some time to help with the program either in the 
classroom or for special events. In addition, please carefully consider the 
costs and value of our program when deciding upon an appropriate level 
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of financial commitment to the Society. If you have any questions or 
concerns at any time, please contact Johanna Seale, Director of Religious 
Education, at 201-444-6225 or by email at usr.dre1@gmail.com. Susan 
Fink, the Children and Youth Religious Education Chair, is also avail-
able. 

 

Our Curriculum 

 Preschool - 1st Grade: Spirit Play Spirit Play takes a Montes-

sori-based approach to religious education, which will help children live 

into their own answers to the existential questions: Where did we come 

from? What are we doing here? How do we choose to live our lives? 

What happens when we die? Each session starts with a story, followed 

by “wondering questions” which encourage children to explore the topic 

more deeply. Sessions end with independent play, allowing children to 

practice decision making and learn at their own pace. 

 Kindergarten and 1st Grade: OWL (Spring Only) Our Whole 

Lives (OWL) values are self worth, sexual health, responsibility, justice, 

and inclusivity. OWL for kindergartners and 1st graders supports parents 

in educating children about birth, babies, bodies, and families. 

 2nd and 3rd Grade: Signs of Our Faith Signs of Our Faith 

guides children to do their best to live faithful lives every day. It presents 

fourteen traits or values that most Unitarian Universalist love, including 

the quest for knowledge, reverence for life, supporting one another on 

our faith journeys, and public witness. Children examine how their lives 

can and do exhibit these traits and values, and come to understand that 

their faith is a living faith whose histories and teachings are fortifications 

for living faithfully in a complex world. 

 4th and 5th Grade: Toolbox of Faith & OWL Toolbox of Faith 

invites participants to reflect on qualities of our Unitarian Universalist 

faith, such as integrity, courage and love, as tools they can use in living 

their lives and building their own faith. Each of the sessions uses a tool 

as a metaphor for an important quality of our faith such as reflection 

(symbolized by a mirror), flexibility (duct tape) and justice (a flashlight). 

Reflecting on the qualities (tools) of our faith, children and leaders gain 

insight into what makes our faith a faith for life.  

Our Whole Lives (OWL) values are self worth, sexual health, responsi-

bility, justice, and inclusivity. OWL for 4th-5th graders helps participants 

understand the physical and emotional changes of puberty. Participants 
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explore values, communication and decision making, as well as physical 

health and development. 

 Junior Seminar (Grades 6 and 7): You the Digital Creator 

This curriculum helps middle school youth use digital tools to help them 

along their UU way. Its core message: the digital revolution gives all 

wondrous new ways to mold ourselves and our world, for better or 

worse. Session topics include Digital Bangs; Me, My Selfie, and I; Vir-

tual Games, Digital Social Justice, and Mystery. 

 (8th-9th Grade): Our Whole Lives—OWL Our Whole Lives 

(OWL) helps participants make informed and responsible decisions 

about their sexual health and behavior. It equips participants with accu-

rate, age-appropriate information in six subject areas: human develop-

ment, relationships, personal skills, sexual behavior, sexual health, and 

society and culture. Grounded in a holistic view of sexuality, Our Whole 

Lives not only provides facts about anatomy and human development, 

but also helps participants clarify their values, build interpersonal skills, 

and understand the spiritual, emotional, and social aspects of sexuality. 

 (9th-12th) Grade - Senior Youth Group: Led by our Youth 

Group Coordinator, the Senior Youth Group includes high school youth 

from both the Unitarian Society of Ridgewood and Central Unitarian 

Church in Paramus. They meet weekly on Sundays from 12:30-2:30pm 

for fellowship, worship, and social justice projects. The Senior Youth 

Group will meet in Ridgewood in August, September, December, Janu-

ary, April, and May, and in Paramus in October, November, February, 

March, and June. 
  

Family Dinner & Worship 

On the third Friday of each month, all ages are invited to come together 

for a simple dinner and a participatory worship service. Dinner will begin 

at 6:30, worship at 7. This is a time for families to unwind from the week 

and spend some quality time together, and also a great opportunity for 

building community among congregants of all ages. 
 

Parent’s Night Out 

A pilot program this year. Children are entertained and cared for while 

parents spend an hour in discussion together, and then are free to go out 

for the next two hours. This event is from 6:30-9:30pm  
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Important RE Dates for 2016-2017 
 
 

Blessing of the Backpacks: September 1, 2016 
 

Ingathering Multigenerational Water Service:  September 11 
 

Religious Education Classes begin: September 18 
 

Family Dinner & Worship: October 21 
 

Pumpkins and Pop-tarts: October 25 
 

Parent’s Night Out: November 4 
 

Multigenerational Thanksgiving Service: November 20 
 

Holiday Gifts Workshop: December 10 
 

Family Dinner & Worship: December 16 
 

Multigenerational Holiday Service: December 18 
 

MLK Jr. Day  with CAMP: January 16, 2017 
 

Family Dinner & Worship: January 20 

 

Senior Youth Service: January 29 
 

Parent’s Night Out: February 3 
 

RE Celebration Service: February 5 
 

Family Dinner & Worship: February 17 
 

Family Dinner & Worship: March 17 
 

Easter Fair: April 16 
 

Family Dinner & Worship: April 21 
 

Parent’s Night Out: May 5  
 

Family Dinner & Worship: May 19 
 

RE Step Up Day: June 4  
 

Last Day of RE: June 4 
 

Multigenerational Flower Communion Service: June 11 
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Adult Religious Education  
 

 Our Adult Religious Education program offers a range of 
courses, workshops, and discussion groups. Schedules are published in 
the fall and spring with updates in the newsletter. We try to keep our cal-
endar flexible to respond to needs as they arise. Most of our facilitators 
are members of the congregation who have a particular interest or skill. 
We do not charge for our classes, except for a small materials fee in 
some cases, and we do not pay our facilitators. Some of the offerings for 
the coming year include: 
  

             Connections: a small group ministry. Connection Groups enable 
members and friends to meet in small groups to consider major life is-
sues. They provide us an opportunity to speak intimately with each other 
and listen intently. Please contact Bea Cronin or Debbie Wardell for 
more information. 
 

 Monday Lecture Series: “The Meaning of life: Perspectives 
from the Great Intellectual Traditions”, a 36-week survey of ideas 
from the Bhagavad-Gita through Aristotle, Confucius, Dao, Zen, 
Nietzsche, Gandhi, the Dalai Lama and more. On Mondays from 12:30 - 
1:45pm, we meet in the Fellowship Room to watch a video of a 30-
minute lecture, followed by 45-minutes of lively discussion. These lec-
tures are part of the “Great Courses” lectures. The class is free and open 
to all. For more information, please contact Ira Mendelsberg or Anita 
Young. 
 

             One Book USR: a congregation-wide book group. Members will 

be invited to read a selected book at the same time and to come together 

for discussion. The program is based on a tradition started for the Seattle 

Public Library, the purpose of which was to “promote reading, spark dis-

cussion, and bring the community together.” Contact Deborah Goodell. 

        

 UU Orientation (New Member Class): For those people con-
sidering membership in the Unitarian Society of Ridgewood, we offer 
“New Member Classes.” These classes provide an opportunity for you to 
meet others who are new and considering membership, as well as learn 
more about Unitarian Universalism, the history of our congregation, our 
Religious Education program, and the benefits and obligations of mem-
bership. Look in the newsletter and eblasts for dates for New Member 
Classes. Coffee and a light continental breakfast are provided. Childcare 
is available if requested in advance. These classes are offered by the 
Membership Committee and include segments taught by Rev. Tony 
Johnson and Johanna Seale. They are fun as well as informative! If you 
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would like to sign up for one of these dates, know someone who might 
be interested, or want more information, please contact Judy Scanlan. 
     

             Zen Meditation: Zen meditation is available on Monday eve-
nings from 7:45-9:30. People new to meditation, as well as those with 
experience, are welcome on a continual basis. Contact Marcia Spitz or 
Ralph Pleasic for more information.   

           

Contacting Society Members and Friends… 

A complete listing of all Society members and Friends (including street 
addresses, phone numbers and email addresses) is printed in a separate 
publication and may be obtained at the Visitor’s table, from the office, or 
via email as a pdf file. 
 

Please read our Newsletter and website (www.uuridgewood.org) 
for dates/times/meetings and events throughout the year.  

 
 

Glossary of  Unitarian Universalist  
Terms & Acronyms  

 
Anderson Auditorium: The room in which our services are held, named 
in memory of Ruland Anderson, who initiated and energized many social 
action programs of the Society in the years 1940-1970, including a Fair 
Housing project and an Educational Fund for needy students. 
 

Annual Meeting: Held in June, this is the Society’s regular business 
meeting. 
 

Area Council: A grouping of local UU congregations. We belong to the 
New Jersey Area Council. 
 

Beacon Press: Publishing house owned by the UUA.  Publishes books of 
importance on progressive thought, social justice and liberal religion re-
lated to Unitarian-Universalism. The UUA Bookstore can be reached at 
1-800-215-9076 or www.uua.org. 
 

CAMP-YDP: Community Association with a Ministry for the People-
Youth Development Program. An after-school enrichment program and a 
full-day summer camp for the children of the Northside neighborhood of 
Paterson. 
 

Canvass: A pledge drive during which we ask for financial support from 
each member and friend. 
 

CLF: Church of the Larger Fellowship. Founded over 50 years ago to 
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serve the needs of isolated UUs, it is the largest congregation in the Uni-
tarian Universalist Association of Congregations. Members live all over 
the world, and interacts with the Boston-based staff by mail, phone, and 
the internet at http://clf.uua.org/#.  
 

Congregational Dinners: Sociable pot-luck dinners held one or more 
times a year. 
 

Cottage Place: Located across the street from the Society, Cottage Place 
is a shared residence for independent seniors, providing affordable fam-
ily-style living.  The house employs a live-in caretaker and an adminis-
trator and is supported by volunteers (many of them UUs) and an active 
Board of Directors. 
 

CRE Program: Cooperative Religious Education Program 
 

CUC: Central Unitarian Church of Paramus. 
 

DRE: Director of Religious Education. 
 

Fellowship Feast: A dinner and original light-hearted take-off on our-
selves in the form of a musical.  Held in March, it inaugurates the pledge 
drive. 
 

General Assembly (GA): The annual convention for the Unitarian Uni-
versalist Association of Congregations.  Approximately 2,500 Unitarian 
Universalists attend to vote on Association resolutions, attend work-
shops, meet other UUs, and have fun. GA meets in a different region of 
the US/Canada each year. USR sends 6 delegates; others attend on a non-
delegate basis. 
 

General Resolution: A stance on an important social and/or moral issue, 
such as hunger or race relations, which is suggested by a local congrega-
tion, developed by a district, and voted on at GA, being replaced by a 
new Study/Action Issue approach which will result in statements of con-
science. 
 

Lay Service: A Sunday Service planned and/or led by a member or 
members of the Society. A Lay Service is prepared for one Sunday a 
month. 
 

Metro District: a grouping of the congregations of several Area Coun-
cils in Metropolitan New York. We are in the Metro District, along with 
New York City, Long Island, southeastern New York, southern Con-
necticut, and northeastern New Jersey. 

Newsletter: This in-house publication is printed and mailed every month 
(except for the month of July). It contains columns by the Minister and 
the DRE, congregational, committee, and denominational information as 
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well as a calendar listing upcoming events. Deadlines for copy are listed 
in the calendar, in the Order of Service, and on the website. Submit mate- 
rial by: emailing to usr.membership1@gmail.com, faxing to 201-444-
9818, or dropping off hard copy at the office. 
  

OWL: Our Whole Lives is a sexuality education curriculum for youth.  
For more information see page 32. 
    

Pledge: A sum of money which a “pledge unit” (individual or family) 
promises as support to the Society over a period of a year (July 1st - June 
30th). 
 

Prospect Place: A second senior residence for independent seniors, 
newly opened at 130 Prospect St., Ridgewood.  See “Cottage Place.” 
 

RE: Religious Education 
 

Reeb House: Sometimes referred to as the office or Administration 
Building.  Houses the USR archives; the library; the offices of the Minis-
ter, the DRE, the Membership Administrator, Facilities & Finance Man-
ager, Intern Minister and the Secretary, as well as various meeting 
rooms.  
 

Service Auction: An important fund-raiser, held in January each year, 
under the lively leadership of our auctioneers. 
 

SHARE: An acronym for the corporation which runs Cottage Place and 
Prospect Place. 
 

Skinner House Books: Publisher of meditation manuals and other books 
written by UUs and directly related to Unitarian Universalism.  Publica-
tions may be ordered through the UU Bookstore at 1-800-215-9076 or 
www.uua.org. 
 

Society Singers: Our adult choir. For more information see page 23. 
  

Starr King School: Theological seminary located in Berkeley, CA 
which trains UU ministers. 
 

Statements of Conscience: Voted on at GA after a 2-year process start-
ing at the congregational level. Historically, the statements have taken 
sometimes controversial stances on social and moral issues. 
 

Thrift Shop: The Community Thrift Shop located at 85 Godwin Ave., 
Midland Park, NJ. The shop hours are Mon.-Fri., 10AM - 2 PM. Addi-
tional information may be found on page 18.   
 

USR: The Unitarian Society of Ridgewood. 
 

Unitarian Universalist:  The two liberal denominations merged in 1961. 
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UUA: Unitarian Universalist Association of Congregations 
(www.uua.org). Our religious movement ministry includes over 1000 
congregations on this continent and various other congregations world-
wide. Its headquarters are at 25 Beacon Street, Boston (908-359-2097). 
 

UUSC: Unitarian Universalist Service Committee, the social action arm 
of the UUA, is an international philanthropic organization that sponsors 
projects to promote equality, tolerance, justice, democracy, and an end to 
poverty. Individuals may join the UUSC and are encouraged to support it 
financially as their operating funds are not derived from the UUA 
budget.  The webpage is www.uusc.org. 
 

UUWA: The Unitarian Universalist Women’s Association was formed 
in 1964 by the union of the NY League of Unitarian Women and the As-
sociation of Universalist Women of the NY Metropolitan District. In 
1989, the UUWA agreed to provide leadership for the Metro District 
Women and Religion committee. More information is available at  
http://uumetrony.org/services/uuwa.htm. 
 

UUWF: Unitarian Universalist Women’s Federation, the only national 
UU women’s organization, representing Canadian and United States UU 
women.  Led by lay persons, the UUWF can be reached at 617-742-2100 
(x692) or at www.uua.org. 
 

UU World: The house publication of the denomination, sent bimonthly 
in January, March, May, July, September, and November to all members.  
Copies are available in Reeb House. 
 

Website: The address for the website of The Unitarian Society of Ridge-
wood is www.uuridgewood.org. It includes information about the Soci-
ety as well as the current calendar. Information is updated regularly. To 
submit information or to make suggestions, please contact Ann Pareti at 
usr.membership1@gmail.com or at the office (201-444-6225). 
 

YRUU: Young Religious Unitarian Universalists, the national organiza-
tion for youth to which our Youth Group belongs. Our youth group plans 
its own activities and provides support among its members. 
 
 

      
 

 
 
 
 
 

37 



 

 

Major Calendar Events          
 

SEPTEMBER 2016 
 

 Monday, 9/5/16 
“Meaning of Life” Class            12:30 PM                              Fellowship                
resumes weekly                           
Zen Resumes weekly                 7:45 PM                                Fellowship 
 

   Friday, 9/9/16 
LIFFT Resumes                          1:00 PM                               Fellowship 
on 2nd & 4th Fridays    

Sunday, 9/11/16 
FIRST REGULAR                    10:00 AM          Anderson 
SERVICE 

Monday, 9/12/16               
Board Meeting                            7:00 PM                              Conf. Room 
 

                                             Thursday, 9/15/16 
“Trapped” SRC Film                 7:00 PM                                    Anderson         
& Discussion 

 

                                             Sunday, 9/18/16 
Peace & Justice Committee        11:30 AM               Upstairs Mtg. Room 
 
                                                   Friday, 9/23/16 
RJ Book Discussion “Just Mercy” 7:00 PM                             Fellowship 
 

    Wednesday, 9/28/16 
One Book USR   7:30 PM     Youth Room 
Resumes discussion   

Thursday, 9/29/16 
Fiber Festival Preview Party        6:00 PM                                  Anderson 
     

Friday, 9/30/16 & Saturday, 10/1/16 
Fiber Arts Festival                      10:00 AM                               All Spaces 
    
                    

   OCTOBER 2016 
 

Connections Fall Group continues in October 
(Check USR website for meeting dates)                                
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     Monday, 10/3/16 
Board Meeting                            7:00 PM                             Conf. Room 
 
Newcomers Brunch             Sunday, 10/16/16 
                                                    11:15 AM                          Conf. Room 
 

                                              Friday, 10/21/16 
Family Dinner & Worship Night  6:00 PM                               Anderson 
 
Congregational Dinners      Saturday, 10/22/16                            Off-site 
 

Sunday, 10/23/16 
Art Reception                               2:00 PM                                Anderson 
 

                                                            

   NOVEMBER 2016 
 

 
Racial Justice Event            Friday, 11/4/16                               Anderson 
“Profiled”                                   7:00 PM 
 

                                              Friday, 11/4/16 
Parent’s Night Out                      6:30 PM                                       Youth 
                                                                                          
                                            Saturday, 11/5/16  
Society Café Concert                  7:00 PM                                 Anderson 
 

Monday, 11/7/16              
Board Meeting                            7:00 PM                             Conf. Room 
 

Saturday, 11/12/16 
UU Outreach Auction at CUC    5:00 PM                                   Paramus 
 

                                                    

 

Friday, 11/18/16  
Craft Show/CAMP                       7:00 PM                               Anderson 
 

Craft Show/CAMP             Saturday, 11/19/16 
                                                    10:00 AM                              Anderson 
 
                                            Saturday, 11/19/16 
‘Fountain of Youthful Music’    7:30 PM                                 Anderson 
(Mitchell Milch Fundraiser)            

 

Sunday, 11/20/16 
Multigenerational                       10:00 AM                               Anderson                                    
Thanksgiving Service       
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      DECEMBER 2016 
 

  Monday, 12/5/16 
Board Meeting  7:00 PM     Conf. Room 
 

    Saturday, 12/24/16 
Christmas Eve Service   5:00 PM          Anderson 

 

JANUARY 2017 
 

 
                                              

AED/CPR Training             Saturday, 1/7/17 
                                                     9:00 AM                              Fellowship 
                                          (Snow Date 1/14/17) 
 

 Monday, 1/9/17 
Board Meeting  7:00 PM      Conf. Room 
 
 

Newcomers Brunch            Sunday, 1/15/17 
                                                    11:15 AM                           Conf. Room 
 

Monday, 1/16/17 
Martin Luther King Day             10:00 AM                             All Spaces 
Celebration for CAMP & USR children   
           

                                            Saturday, 1/21/17 
Service Auction                           6:30 PM                               All Spaces 
                                            (Snow Date 1/28/17) 

 
 

FEBRUARY 2017 
 
 

Friday, 2/3/17 
Parent’s Night Out                      6:30 PM                               Fellowship 
 

 Monday, 2/6/17 
Board Meeting  7:00 PM      Conf. Room 
 
                                         Saturday, 2/18/17 
Budget Drive Donor Event         4:00 PM                               Fellowship 
 
 

MARCH 2017 
 
 

   Monday, 3/6/17 
Board Meeting                            7:00 PM                             Conf. Room                                      
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Saturday, 3/18/17 
Fellowship Feast  6:00 PM                               All Spaces 
                                           (Snow Date 3/25/17) 
 

 

APRIL 2017 
 

Monday, 4/3/17 
Board Meeting  7:00 PM      Conf. Room 
 

  Saturday, 4/15/17 
Society Café Concert                  7:00PM                                   Anderson 
 
 

Newcomers Brunch             Sunday, 4/23/17 
                                                    11:15 AM                           Conf. Room 
 

 
MAY 2017 

 
 

Monday, 5/1/17 
Board Meeting                            7:00 PM                             Conf. Room 
 

                                                                                        
                                             Sunday, 5/21/17 
Two-Piano Festival                     3:00 PM                                 Anderson 
 

 
JUNE 2017 

 
 

  Sunday, 6/4/17 
 

Annual Meeting, following the service 
         

 Monday, 6/5/17 
Board Meeting  7:00 PM      Conf. Room 

             

  Sunday, 6/11/17 
LAST REGULAR SERVICE 

 

Intergenerational 
END OF YEAR PICNIC   
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