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March is al/|l about member ship.

Each Sunday that | am in the pulpit | ren
the Sunday offering is more than the <col
ship. The Unitarian Society of Ri dgewood
me mber s Making a pledge of financi al sSup
bership. l ndeed, pl edges are the major s
Ri dgewood. The Fellowship Feast and the
March. This is one reason why | say that

But there are mor e reasons.

During the ser'V'i cnee omi |Marschhows5 a video of
grew up in USR. One of the three, Hannah
From t he le Wnhnetiami an Universalist Youth Caucus and

é
Mi ni ster o vMadielob.oxI n t hat service we wil!/ share the
means working beyond the walls for a bett

Foll owing the servithe mmn SRianrdeatyi, avad clh wi2l | facilita
have attended a Newcomers Brunch and/ or Il ntroducti on
bership. I f this describes you, |l et Ann know you wil

On Sunday, ""Matrhceh sleor vi ce wi | | be devoted to the ther
This wil!/ be about everything the membership does (
the vibrant l i ber al religious community that it i s.
(Delight Dodyk, David Knechel, Carol Patterson, Dave
cussions on all the many ways the members make minis
feed the ministry.

You wi l |l nonhowrei ttehafi THe dCalr e and Feeding of the Mini
the minister is to the ministray,dhmi mii ati sy ¥dos taoupde tthaer
ministry together duroiun gantdhiyso uir nmedrnhvi nmiomdtrditeoedmi ni st ry
ture. So, |l etds take time this Sunday to discuss wha

One example of what it -mednseisgi ¢thdat & $eadweslearvasclemsiy ni
26" there wiéeéd $erwi demyabout the |life and martyrds d
from Detroit, who was killed during the Civil Rights

0 be excited about the Unitarian Society
s'onl Fsephbakuearat 2al f orum at Emmanuel Bapt.i
communities can do to face the challe
progr am, I was thanked for what USR d«
sues that the entire community and coun

woownw-

is all about membership.

Rev Dr T
r

J
Mini sterds dira84-8587fi cell-Biraedo66ezmail : usr . minister @g



ACOME ANYWAY! 0
I n preparing for the service 1611 be | ead
time you read this!), I came across a sho
iCome to Church Anyway! o0 An excerpt:
Last Sunday morning | picked up the phone
Baton Rouge, LA. Af ter | sai d, "Good morn
said, "Good morning! Can you tel!/l me what
Uho h .
I thought real fast and said, "The topic i
matter what the topic is, because your <ch
and it doesn't matter what the preacher's
| was the preacher that morning, and | Kkne
| The woman patiently waited while | finish
Refl ec|j®de$y adding, "Um, the topic is actually
"Thank you," she said, and hung up. I "' m g
was nice enough to greet me enthusiastical
vi ce. I had told the story to the congreg
she was a big enough sport to get a kick

"Come Anyway!"

This piece really resonated with me. Lately, wheneve
ok, we can just buy another one. 0 She will see somet
Ainot right nowdo or fAmaybe another timed or even just
At the tender age of three and a half, she is alread
and | get the blame for training her.
Consumerism pervades every part of our society, and
woman calling to ask the topic was approaching her
know what | 61 I get out of it and i f [ think it wi | |
up to us to teach our children that.

For congregations to be strong and thriving, we have
when we might not | ike what we are going to get. We
di ately met. We havewed oartea kbeuitlhdei n@eaaklvagiwecg mmjums t iy ¢ ¢
for each other in happy times and sad; someti mes sert
times our kids wild.l |l ove their religious education ¢
strengthening an institution that has been around fc
our children and their children.
Of course | dondédt intend to discount al/l of the hard
just running, but thrivi ngperMaapys oyfo uybovue abl ereena dhye rken otwt
than good, and yet you keep coming. So this is just
for myself, in al/l aspects of my [|ife: COME ANYWAY!
our best to make the Society inspiring and stimul at.
show up every week, not necessarily knowing what wed
kids are sheltered from consumeri sm, i f only for an

n faith,



FROM THE BOARD ‘]

As the Annual Budget Drive approaches, I
members of our congregation to please be
you wi ||l commit to donate to the USR thi:

Are you a Fair Share Giver?

Being a Fair Share Giver means that you
of bet ween 2% and 5% of your adjusted g
terms, fAadjusted gross annual incomeo i s
es and any extraordinary expenses that vy
tax income is $90, 000 per year , then to
make a financi al commitment of at | east
This year we are operating with a $45, 000 budget de
a deficit budget | ast year in order to invest in th
the USR, it is important that we eliminate that bud
a balanced budget. I-telim henplorhaaoaf tbet BRI bDhgt w
proach to our finances. The best way to achieve t h:
When it comes time for you to make your pledge, pl e
means to you and your family, commit to be a Fair S
Thank you for your consideration and generosity.
Rob
ﬂ STEWARDSHI P COUNCI L ‘]
Pl anned Giving
The Planned Giving Committee would |ike to announce
granbse to a very generous donation | ast Vkkias, ye¢dhr,

amount avail abAe asr &miOn d®dO,! t he purpose of these o
causésa.the past we have underwritten scholarships f

l um, funded a program for CAMP, and supported women:
Applications are available at the main office and n
Jeff Cagan. The deadManeWN® b5 all applications is

Pl ease direct any questlimnaddiot iJerd,f wWeagaan (alhsao rhel
questions about charitable trusts and wills for you
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STEWARDSHI P COUNCI L
ANNUAL BUDGET DRI VE
Honor Our Past, Picture Our Futu
Did You Know?. ..
The Fell owshhe kKeakoff to our AnnuvalsBedgatl| Dsh
Delight Dodyk served as president of the Board o
Today, Delight and her husband Paul , continue t
ment to read Delightoés reflection on when she an
perative to continue to support USR today.
000000000000000
Joining the Unitarian Society of Ri dgewood was a tr
What an eye opener!! No dogma, no irrational abstr
and values were not to be pressed into a mol d, but
wor k. The UUA principles made perfect sense as a fr
The Society has always been for me a place with way.
our personal circl e. Its members and friends exhibi
inf orm. Our daughters grew into young womanhood wit
and community activi sm.
The Society has been an integral part of our person
now, as never before, it is vital to me. |l canodot r e
sonally alarming as the past presidenti al campai gn a
ment , not even 9/11 itself. |t feels as if the Uni 't
ues. This Society is a shelter and a beacon to me a
Paul 6s and my contribution to the Societyds annual b
ing; it is a basic responsibility of being members.
ty to be a sanctwuary and a |ight shining our countr
our country. I know this requires a financially vi
heard beyond our wall s. I ask you to reexamine youl
top priority.
-——-Del i ght Do
2017 Fell owship Feast

Enjoy an evening of | aught eThd @loloawsfhoiwdd | Faendolsetg
atpwith a cocktail hour f ol | ocawnedd ab yt aa epnatt |suhfokw
own member s aChdi Ifdrciaerned swi Yo ub es hporud vdi dreedc.ei ve | a
your tablMarkdaslitetbhyou don't h e aMa rf a boom6 tytoauvr e ha(Insyt
ti omlsease contacWelLawo&k Koagiar d Mar cshe € lo8itght ylo
event!
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SEARCH
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C\UMMIITEE

UPDATE FROM THE MINISTERI AL SEARCH COM

Congregants have asked abMudsumimar $uceaeley bree $ wlutn

Congregants have asked t o Pdeeea stethee it 8oecakricdhw Ptalt &
packet .

Upcoming Tasks:
Tl ntervicawdpdates and observe them in a neut

TOrganize Candidating Week

Now it is peldryburncommi ttees, council s, gr ol
ing place for a new minister and how ready you

MEMBERSHI P COUNCI L T

Newcomer Brunch

> Pl ease join us for a NeAjyxroinmea2 3Btdu,nbh @ .
the Reeb conference room in the Reeb H
tors who would |like to connect with ot
The Unitarian Society of Ridgewood. Pl
usr . membershipl@mail.com if you woul d
Town Hall Meeting
There wild| be a Town Madldh Metki nghens Suwnwidag . The ag

the Annual Budget Drive campaign.


http://www.uuridgewood.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/PDFSurvey-Summary-2016.wordclouds.pdf
https://usrministerialpacket.wordpress.com/
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MI NI STRY COUNCI L

Upcomi ng Services

5Anht oi nette Br dgwn oBileeckwdl| ILi ber al ReReivg.i oD

Tony Johnson

This service in

of Womends History

hono
nette Brown Bl aé&RWel Ottdakbhed as a
pr

became a popul ar

eacher, |l ecturer, and

arian Association in 1878. She was a
onkyowmrl Il eader generation of

Presidenti al i . She | ived muc
ch in EIizabeth. i i ans: Ron Levy,

INetxht Year WiillAndBet hBee tReears-®e vi s DYoulTony Joh

Congregational l'ife is aspirational. Yes,

fut
ci a
cir
can

h  1T9ht eh
As
me m
suc
rea
mor
si o

h 2Witoh
On
Gr e
mar

Ar |

ure. The Annual Budget Drive provides
I commi t ment provides the | argest port
cumstances of Society members vary
make the commitment that is

Care and Feedi+Revof Dirhe TMinnyi sltorhyn s o n

your Ministerial Search Committee prepd

bership of the Society, this is a time
cessful. Choosing the right mi ni steri
diness of the membership to do its

e than money. Bonus: Members of the

ns following the service. Musi cians:

| a
the 52nd anniversary of the Sel ma
gg Liuzzo, a participant who was

the story of a song aAdLaneSd&tviheed

chWears | ater her story gripped aTnhdelsnos
wrote ultimately | ed to a keMusiodi&& msgoimgrovgi it e

an -lheislies and comments on Viola Gregg

Spring RwintlwaCONNECSTilginNSt oday'!

Come and try ConneC@dnmect itdriss iSpra ngmall group progr
and newcomers can get acquainted, deepen their relat
for -redllfecti on. Six to ten people gather to speak f
ot her . Timely topics typically explore social, sSpi

t wice a mo

N
7
|
t

c
he

' :

ewfhe Thu
3 30i MMt he Youth Room. The evening wil/l be

et-cp i
Connec

To supmnfor

does not rwemu.ire sign
Need mor e i nformati on onww@onnectpe
connecoroaent act Debbie Wardell or Be

nt-humeom Mar ch

rsday evening ConnePcrteiviom$h Gr odigpy , wiMal roatho s

Sigmt requi tT"eeletfiomg tded Mamehe 2i s no fu
tions experience.

a heoepsipyick for the f8alllo

| ed
rt he


http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0B4BAAA92CA46-connections1
http://www.uuridgewood.org/connections/
http://www.uuridgewood.org/connections/

[ MI NI STRY COUNCI L T
Hell o from your Youth Coordinator,

Congratulations to all of our youth for a spectpcul
enormously positive feedback fr onh eldotsheroarcger eognaftfi Lomn
and webre all very proud of our group. Leading]ser
and all of the youth did a magnificent |ob. I wa:
thank you to all of the youth, their parents, opr a
mont h.

The big event for our teens this month is our y-@uth
26t h, we ol | be hosting more than 50 youth from Jour
gr am. As the hosting congregation weoll be coojJrdin
our youth deans, Faith -Keg@aanasnweMaxasSopbomond{|ng
tendees. Wedre excited for all of our youth to exr
skill s Thanks to al/l our parents and volunteer]s wt
Our February game night at CUC was a |l ot of funjwit
UU meanings in Mad Max: Fury Road. We 61 | Mabrec da§ rmdy
cuc from 6 to 10 p. m., al | are wel come!

The youtShungdmaeepg i ngs will stay at CUC for March pand
at our sam2:-203kdménks to our adult advisors forf] all
James Forrest

THIS MONTH AT THE COTTAGE PLACE GALLERY

Work by
- Christa M. Leonard

Yo March 19 — April 16, 2017

[ . »  Artist’'s Reception
R ~ s Sunday, March 26th
LB from 3-5PM

DID YOU KNOW that the gallery is a USR fundraiser?

25% of all artwork sales goes directly to the
Unitarian Society of Ridgewood. Please consider
supporting local artists — and the USR - by
considering a purchase of artwork from Cottage
Place Gallery exhibitions!
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[l SOCI AL RESPONSI BILITIES E]CO

Save the (Revised) Date
Raci al justice educator and aut h

workshop at USR onMahuflddmy7 even?
Find a copy of her book, AWaking
sibilities table during coffee ho
A IAL committee also have copies they a

Books and Movi es

Sever al r atch erhe dj ufsitlimse are nomi née
Awards and are at theaters betwe
They include AFenceso0 and AMoonl i

available for streaming. The | at
Your Negroo based on the writing
James Bal dwi n.

The most recent addition to the &

ties tabl e irsevitiheewewde reyngwedlslsi ng r
iGi ve Us The Ballot, The Modern
Ameri cad ibyBer manane Tsweantteys ar e cCL
sidering bills that would add hur

Save the Date
Unitarian Universalist Legislative Minis
Pl ease join uvApron9 SBathmr dag,3 p. m. for the UULMNI Apr
ty of Ridgewood. Keynote Speaker is The Rev. Char |

rational speaker and NJ | ekegif@olratdieva@aidscti vi st. Pl ea:


http://www.uuridgewood.org/uulmnj-april-plenary/




